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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

When I think about the most meaningful moments of my life, the births of my children are always at the very top
of the list. There is nothing quite like the awe, love, and overwhelming gratitude that comes with welcoming a
child into the world. During this Advent and Christmas season, I often reflect on that experience and imagine how
Mary must have felt as she prepared to give birth… not just to a baby, but to our Lord and Savior.

When we begin to connect those two moments, the birth of our own children and the coming of Christ, we start to
enter more deeply into the true wonder of Christmas. It is a season that invites us to slow down, reflect, and
recognize the sacredness of new life, love, and hope. Christmas reminds us that God chose to enter the world in
the most humble and human way possible, as a child, entrusted to a family and a community.

At Holy Name of Jesus School, this season is especially meaningful as we walk alongside your children each day. In
classrooms, hallways, prayer, and play, we see the beauty of who they are becoming. Advent gives us the
opportunity to help students grow not only academically, but spiritually, learning to recognize God’s presence in
their lives and in one another.

Thank you for sharing your most precious gift(s) with us. We do not take lightly the trust you place in our
school. It is truly an honor to partner with you in forming and nurturing your children’s minds, hearts, and faith.
Together, as a school community, we help guide them toward becoming compassionate, confident, and faith-filled
individuals.

As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, this week especially, may our families be filled with peace, joy, and
moments of quiet wonder. We are grateful for you and for the gift of your children, today and always.

Merry Christmas!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Wednesday, December 17
Discover HNJ Tour (see flyer below) 

Thursday, December 18
School Mass at 8:30 AM in the Church (K-7  Grade, Parents Welcome)th

House Showcase (2  - 7  Grade Students)nd th

Friday, December 19
PK3 - Kindergarten Christmas Program, 8:30 AM in Rivas Auditorium

1  - 7  Grade Christmas Program, 9:45 AM at HNJ Churchst th

Dismissal Immediately Follows Both Programs
Little Gators Dismissal begins at 10:30 AM

Monday, December 22 - Friday, January 2
No School - Christmas Holiday

Wednesday, December 24
Family Christmas Eve Mass, 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM at HNJ Church

Monday, January 5 - Friday, January 16
Re-enrollment for LG0 - 6  Grade Studentsth

Monday, January 5
School Resumes

HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Tuesday, January 6
King Cake Day

Monday, January 12 - Tuesday, January 13
NWEA Testing (PK4-7  Grade)th

Friday, January 16
Early Dismissal, No Later Gators (PK3 - 7  Grade)th

Parent Teacher Conferences (PK3 - 7  Grade) 1:00 - 5:00 PMth

Spirit Shirt
Guidelines

Lunch Menu
2025-2026

School Calendar

Upcoming Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
http://hnjschool.org/lunch-menu
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Educational Games for Children

With the Christmas season upon us there are so many fun games that can be played with your child
over the Christmas break. Some games can even be both fun and educational! While some games

have obvious academic components, they can also help children develop healthy competitive
mindsets and positive social skills. Here are 13 great games for children to play that include apps and
online games, board games, games that require no equipment, and other types of games that can be

played outside!

Educational Digital Games:
ABCmouse.com

ABCYa
Kahoot!

The Oregon Trail App 

Educational Board Games:
Scrabble 

Codenames 
Yahtzee 

Educational Games with No Equipment:
Red Light, Green Light

Simon Says
Improv Games 

Educational Outside Games:
Follow the Leader

Jump Rope
Spelling Ball 

To learn more about the games listed above visit the link below for details:
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/best-educational-games-kids

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://abcmouse.com/
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/best-educational-games-kids


Holy Name of Jesus proudly recognizes Christian Strickland, a Class of 2021 alumnus of HNJ, whose
continued success reflects the strong foundation built within our school community.

Christian is a dedicated Scholar-Athlete and key member of the St. Augustine Purple Knights football
team, helping lead the program to a State Championship Runner-Up finish. During the 2025–2026
regular season, he anchored the offensive line at left guard, playing a critical role in producing 2,068
rushing yards, allowing zero sacks, and recording 98 pancake blocks. His toughness, consistency, and
leadership set the standard in the trenches.

Off the field, Christian’s commitment to academics is equally impressive. He earned a 4.03 GPA,
achieved Honor Roll recognition every semester, and is a proud member of the National Honor
Society. His dedication to excellence earned him recognition as Scholar Athlete of the Week.

Looking ahead, Christian plans to attend Louisiana State University (LSU), where he will major in
Kinesiology with aspirations of becoming a Physical Therapist. His future goals reflect a passion for
health, movement, and helping others reach their full potential.

Reflecting on his time at Holy Name of Jesus, Christian shared that while he still stays in touch with
friends from HNJ, what he misses most is attending school alongside them each day. The relationships
and sense of community formed at HNJ continue to play an important role in his journey.

Holy Name of Jesus is proud to celebrate Christian Strickland, and wishes him continued success in
all his future endeavors.

Gator Spotlight

Want to shout out some Gators in next week’s Gazette?
Email text and photos to Kaitlin Southwick at ksouthwick@hnjschool.org



SPONSORED BY THE JAZZ AND HERITAGE FOUNDATION GRANT. OPEN TO ALL HNJ MIDDLE
SCHOOL STUDENTS. REGISTER NOW TO HOLD YOUR CHILD'S SPOT FOR HNJ SCHOOL'S FIRST

NEW ORLEANS YOUTH HARMONY FESTIVAL. 

HOLD MY CHILD'S SPOT/REGISTRATION FORM

Music Notes

https://forms.gle/zjWyFRe3MWRreKKr7


Early Childhood
8:30 AM

RIVAS FAMILY AUDITORIUM

PARKING AVAILABLE IN THE CHIU FAMILY YARD FOLLOWING CARPOOL
AUDITORIUM DOORS OPEN AT 8:05 AM

*DISMISSAL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING*

HOLY NAME OF JESUS SCHOOL
INVITES YOU TO OUR ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS

1st-7th Grade
9:45 AM

HOLY NAME OF JESUS CHURCH

CHURCH DOORS OPEN AT 9:15 AM
*DISMISSAL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING*

Friday, December 19



https://donate.brickmarkers.com/hnjsc


The HNJ Yearbook Committee 
needs your photos!

Click the  camera
icon to upload your

photos directly to our
yearbook photo

library!

We need pictures from this school year!  If you have photos from any of these past
events, or any future HNJ events, please submit them to us!

Field Trips
HNJ Goes Totally 80's!
Choir
Other HNJ Events!

HNJ Athletics
Gator Fest
Back to School BBQ
Class Parties
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https://photos.jostens.com/CMTBVV
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


20% off with the
code "NUTS20"

if tickets are
booked before

December 17th. 

https://escapemyroom.com/new_orleans/booking?room=415617YHWRX19AB79D4911&date=2025-12-18
https://escapemyroom.com/new_orleans/booking?room=415617YHWRX19AB79D4911&date=2025-12-18
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HOUSE SYSTEM: NOVEMBER CHALLENGES

Click the symbol for each house to find instructions for the house
challenge of the month. We look forward to building community with

the house system this year!

House of Excellence House of Reverence

House of Service House of Truth and Light

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG3GyXBbeM/SCCvsNVz7jMhypvG6p7glQ/view?utm_content=DAG3GyXBbeM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hbd89a771cc
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsmEwvzBI/MqaQgVQLOTRTRGh1qfOa7w/view?utm_content=DAGsmEwvzBI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=haa44ca963e
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGs4jCq0nM/bLDonNlxtxn9SYwAAjQyng/view?utm_content=DAGs4jCq0nM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h7a496b2c2f
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGstGHXeSU/XbWN6rGzoakRgkELzYkpEw/view?utm_content=DAGstGHXeSU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hd6833bfae8


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Little Gators is accepting
donations of diapers in
collaboration with the
Junior League of New
Orleans’ Diaper Drive.
Please bring diapers to

donate to the Front Office or
Little Gators Entrance.

Thank you for your support! Interested in becoming an altar server at
Holy Name of Jesus Church? Any students
who have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of

altar servers at all weekend masses. 

Please contact Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceGGElhJPnDOzlLbSXzf8Jbbl5LYBR2uO6Jn_D4kMFplvQTQ/viewform
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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